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Meet the Teacher
Welcome to Kindergarten! My name is Michelle Verhoff and I am so excited to be your kindergarten teacher this year! I was born in Omaha, NE but 
grew up in Liberty, MO. I graduated from UCM with my Bachelors in Early Childhood Education in 2018. I graduated with my Masters in Reading from 
NWMS in 2020. I am new to the Platte County School District, but this will be my 5th year teaching kindergarten. I recently got married in July of 
2021! I live with my husband, Alec,  and Australian Shepard/lab mix dog, Daisy,  in Liberty. Our dog is two years old! Alec and I enjoy going to the 
movies, traveling, and playing with Daisy at the park. If there is one thing you should know about me is that I LOVE Disney! My first trip to Disney 
world was when I was less than 2 months old.

My passion is Kindergarten! It truly is such a magical time in kindergarten. We will get to sing songs, dance, learn how to read/write, play, do science 
experiments, read stories and most important: make core memories!



Mrs. Verhoff’s Classroom Tour

Morning Tubs: 
After breakfast, you 
will grab a morning 
tub to play with until 
calendar time

Sensory Center: 
This is one of our 
literacy centers!

Far left is our literacy centers, 
then moving to the right we 
have math centers, book 
boxes and crayons!



Mrs. Verhoff’s Classroom Tour

Front: This is where we sit for read 
alouds and whole group learning. 
The buckets are where you put 
leftover dojo points if you want to 
save up!

Teacher area: Here is our 
chromebook cart and my 
teacher read-aloud books!

Zen Zone: Here is where 
you can check in your 
feelings to me and rest in 
the rocking chair if needed



Mrs. Verhoff’s Classroom Tour

Classroom Jobs: You will have a 
classroom job with 1 or 2 partners! Small Group Table: Secret stories 

are on the wall. The table is where I 
pull small groups or assess 
individuals. 



Leader in Me
We will  learn about and use the Leader in Me Habits 
in Kindergarten. We will have daily lessons during our 
LEAD time.  Each student will have an opportunity to 
have a leadership role. This helps promote 
responsibility and ownership of our classroom. It also 
helps to show respect for personal and school 
property. 

Kindergarteners will also be focusing on social skills 
lessons such as taking turns, being a good sport, or 
handling not getting your way.  This goes right along 
with our Leader In Me curriculum!

For more information regarding The Leader In Me 
please visit www.theleaderinme.org  



Classroom Expectations
Our classroom is a family! We will do our best to make each other feel welcome and safe. To do this we have 

a set of “rules” or as I like to call them, classroom expectations. There are only a few but I feel they cover 

most of what we need do to maintain a safe environment for our classroom family! 

1. Let’s keep our classroom clean
2. Let’s be helpful whenever we can
3. Let’s raise our hand when we want to speak
4. Let’s treat each other with respect and kindness
5. Let’s work hard and do our best



Mrs. Verhoff’s Class Schedule

8:30-8:50 Morning Routine/ 

Creative Play

8:50-9:00 Calendar

9:00- 9:30 Phonics

9:30- 10:10 Small Group Reading

10:10-10:40 Writer’s Workshop

10:45-11:10 Lunch

11:10-11:25 Heggerty

11:25-11:45 Recess

11:45-12:05 Reader’s Workshop

12:10-1:00 Specials
Day 1- PE
Day 2- Art
Day 3- Music
Day 4- PE
Day 5- Library

1:05-1:30 Snack/Reader’s 
Workshop
1:30-2:20 Math
2:20-2:40 Leadership Learning
2:45-3:00 Recess
3:00-3:30 Lead Time
3:30-3:50 Pack up/Dismissal 



Take Home Folders
● Each child will have a Take Home Folder they will take home each night.
● Take Home Folders contain important information.
● One side will be papers to send back to school (homework, important forms, 

etc.)
● The other side will be papers to be kept at home.
● I will check this folder every morning for important forms, lunch money, etc
● Please check and EMPTY your child’s folder nightly and send it back to school



Behavior Management
This year I will be using a web-based program called Class Dojo to help 
track students’ behavior. In Class Dojo, students can earn points for positive 
behaviors such as being on task, following directions, helping others, etc. 
They can also lose dojo points for behaviors such as unkindness, not 
following directions, etc, after several warnings. I try not to take away points 
very often unless I’ve given a warning or specific directions. They will know 
when they are earning/losing points because they will hear a high or low 
pitch ‘ding’ through the overhead projector. Every Friday, they can redeem 
their points for prizes. I have three treasure chests, (5 points, 25 points, 50 
points). On Friday’s they will get an opportunity to either spend their points 
for a prize or save their “points” by receiving pom poms to place in their 
bucket to save up enough for a larger prize box.



Communication
Not only is Class Dojo a great behavior management tool, but it is also an excellent 

communication tool to help keep you updated about your child’s behavior, academics, and 

the happenings of the classroom! I will post pictures, newsletters and classroom 

reminders on the class story page or through messaging. 

Connect to our class dojo with this link: https://www.classdojo.com/invite/?c=CDDMXEJ 

https://www.classdojo.com/invite/?c=CDDMXEJ


Homework
Homework will vary throughout the year. The two expectations that will remain consistent are 
reading every night with your child. This can be any combination of you, them or both! You should 
read for about 15 minutes each night. Also, once we start using our math resource your child will 
bring home a 3 page packet. IF they complete the homework page and return it, they will receive a 
classroom dollar! It is optional, but strongly encouraged. No matter what the homework is, it should 
not take more than 25-30 minutes (at most)! If it is taking longer please let me know and we will find a 
plan that better fits your child!



Alphabet Karate
These are the letters on each karate belt! Once your child masters each letter and the sound it makes on each belt, they will get 

the next colored belt that adds 3 more letters. Please practice with your child at home on their colored belt. The letters  should 

be practiced out of ABC  order. Flash them one letter at a time. They will need to  tell you the letter name & sound of that letter 

makes. I try to test the students 3 times a week (Monday, Wednesday, Friday). Once they master their black belt, they will get a 

prize for their hard work! 

White: Cc, Oo, Aa

Yellow: Cc, Oo, Aa, Dd, Gg, Mm

Orange: Cc, Oo, Aa, Dd, Gg, Mm, Ll, Hh, Tt

Green: Cc, Oo, Aa, Dd, Gg, Mm, Ll, Hh, Tt, Ii, Jj, Kk

Blue: Cc, Oo, Aa, Dd, Gg, Mm, Ll, Hh, Tt, Ii, Jj, Kk, Pp, Uu, Bb

Purple: Cc, Oo, Aa, Dd, Gg, Mm, Ll, Hh, Tt, Ii, Jj, Kk, Pp, Uu, Bb, Rr, Ff, Nn

Red: Cc, Oo, Aa, Dd, Gg, Mm, Ll, Hh, Tt, Ii, Jj, Kk, Pp, Uu, Bb, Rr, Ff, Nn, Ee, Ss, Ww

Brown: Cc, Oo, Aa, Dd, Gg, Mm, Ll, Hh, Tt, Ii, Jj, Kk, Pp, Uu, Bb, Rr, Ff, Nn, Ee, Ss, Ww, Yy, Vv, Xx

Black: Cc, Oo, Aa, Dd, Gg, Mm, Ll, Hh, Tt, Ii, Jj, Kk, Pp, Uu, Bb, Rr, Ff, Nn, Ee, Ss, Ww, Yy, Vv, Xx, Zz, Qq



Things to note:
● Weekly Newsletters - A weekly newsletter will be sent home via email every Friday! Each newsletter 

contains important reminders, updates, and events happening in our classroom.
●  Toys - Please do not allow your child to bring toys to school (unless it is show and tell day). Toys can be 

a distraction to not only your child, but others as well.
●  Transportation Changes - If your child has an after school transportation change, please call the office 

no later than 3pm.
●  Homework - Homework should be completed on time and returned to school.
●  Visitors/ Volunteers - There will be opportunities throughout the year. Be on the lookout for more 

information.
●  Birthdays - We are not able to have whole class birthday celebrations. However, you may send in pre 

packaged, nut-free individually wrapped snacks to donate to our classroom (Hostess treats are great). 
We will do our best to make your child feel special on their birthday!

●  Snack - We will have a short allotted time for snack everyday. Your child may bring one small, peanut 
free snack. Please note – snack time is not a time to finish lunch..



How to Reach me
● The best way to reach me is Class Dojo..I respond to this the quickest. 

○ https://www.classdojo.com/invite/?c=CDDMXEJ 

● Email: verhoffm@platteco.k12.mo.us 

● You can also reach me by phone at 816-858-0172 Ext 4053
○ Please leave a voicemail and I will return your call at my earliest convenience. 

*Please keep in mind the district communication expectation is within 24 hours. I will do my best to respond 
promptly!

Side note: Some parents request how they can help in the classroom. Here is my amazon wish list in case you want to donate to 
our class library, dramatic play, literacy/math centers, snack time, or my teacher desk: 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1GBPVKGETWQNR?ref_=wl_share 

https://www.classdojo.com/invite/?c=CDDMXEJ
mailto:verhoffm@platteco.k12.mo.us
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1GBPVKGETWQNR?ref_=wl_share


I am so excited to get to know you all this year! Kindergarten is such an 
exciting but sometimes scary milestone for your child. I hope to make it the 

best experience for not only your child but you as well! Always reach out 
with any questions or concerns, I am here to help! 

It’s going to be a great year!! Go Pirates!

Mr. Verhoff


